7627 Old Keceiver Hoad 


Ms. Meg Greenfield, editorial page editor 
The Y/ashington Post 
1150 15 *t., MV/ 

Washington, B.C. 20071 

Bear Ms. Greenfield, 

four today 1 s editorial, ' Sealed in the? Archives," was written by someone who knows 
nothing at all about the FBI's filing and" record-keeping. It really is mythology, cooked 
up by the FBI itself* I regret very much thaj what I toll you comes from extensive 
personal experience that is not at ull pleasant. 

\<y 

“11 Ww is talking about i£ FBIHq records and not even all of them. il e may or 
may not have in mind transferring to the Archives what the FBI refers to as its “main" file 
and nothing else, the usual practise, but if he wanted to do what your editorial indicates 
he is doing it would bd virtually impossible* 

Me has no way of knowing, for example, who has ticklers, and some <bf which 1 know 
are enormous in size. He has no way of knowing whether other than tickler copies were 
kept in the various divisions at 1IQ to wliich copies were routed or which made copies of 
those routed to it and then returned the copies it got. There also are 1IQ files that 
are never searched, on the fiction they are not relevant. One is the 94 classification, 
'Research Matters." YSorae of its files on the Post, inclining nasty stuff, is in this 
classification and as allegedly "research" is never searched.) Then there are what are 
called "adrnats" for ‘administrative matter." Here they squirrel awaj potentially embarrassing 
records of surveillances. <md if you want to know how successful they are in keeping such 
materials hidden, a record it took me months ^and months of in-court diligence to obtain 
illustrates. When it was decide., that an intenal investigation of the FBI's mistreatment 
of Dr. /ping and his family and associates had! to be made, IIQ directed the field offices 
to send inejmtories of their holdings. That one file/ is 402 pages, hundreds of thousands 
oir pages. But n&T a single tape o ^ the vast number the FBI made and" 7 kept is listed. They 
are or then v/ere filed in the field offices only and a3 "66. Administrative Matters." 

FBIIIQ conducts no investigations at all. x t does ^^ene rate vast quantities of 
paper b^t those words come from field office records sent to IlQ and from the minds of their 
authors. Y/ashin^:^bon investigations are made by the Y/ashington Field Office, known a 3 
Y/FO. It had and perhaps still has a subsidiary identified merely as "VO? 1 " and it in the 
pa3t had some of the scantier assignments, kept in separate files in the same offices. 

Balias was the Office of Origin/^ known as "00," in the CI3PKB case, J^ou Ciiil^t begin 
to imagine how they can hide records when they want to and produce the Vionexisting^records 
when they want to. And, of course, there-are the thous^mds of individual records in the 
field offices, not only at Balias, in separate files under the thousands of names. There 
is no indicated intention of placing them in the Archives and making tfee effort would 
be close to 100/o impossible. 

As with the ^ing tppe3, give you an illustration. Balias was the 00 in the JFK 
assassination investigation. It also provided most of the investigative services to the 
V/arren Commission. One of its tasks for the Commission was to get the recordings of the 
Balias police broadcasts of that time. Jt got them and it tYhn£cribed them for the 
Commission and the Commission published’ its transcripts in facsimile. Yet in a FOIA 
lawsuit in which - sought them the FBI swore repeatedly to federal district court. jin 
Y/ashington to a series of per juries, perjury becua3e they were svn/on-to and pertinent. 

They began by swearing they never, ever had t/je recordings or any copies of them. As fast 
as I proved the attestations w<*r«e false new ones were invented, and I did the same with 
them, over and over again. I even told them where these recordings were filed in the 
Balias office and that pl^ee was never searched. Then x told them where copies were at 
FBIHq and that place also was never searched. Quito somf' time later an employee of the 


appeals office, remembering my many appeals, blundered onto then exactly where I had 
said they were and so told me. i3u~ to this day, after more than at least five years, 
they have' not been produced. That was before, if you'll excuse the expression, Judge 
d ohn Lewi:. Smith, but I've been before enough different federal district court judges 
to assure you tliat it could have happened before moat of them. And often did! 

Lven the alleged destruction afte^* 30—40 years except for records of exceptional 
historical value, cones from the i\BI and/or Pollyaria. A lJT&latively recent pessonal 

example is for records create i before and during WorM'War II and relating to a magazine 
that was folded during tliat war for the stock, to be used to publish a more commercial 
magazine. I was then the Washington correspondent of CLICK. It then was the thir4 largest 
picture magazine, after LlFm ahd n(X)k and for arcliival purposes I asked — more than a 
decade ago - for the 1L; CLICK records. They still exist, going back to the FBI's filing 
the fact of its creation and who. was involved. It was an /fnnonberg publication, but that 
was v/hen Loe^s in ^pail and V/altor had not yet developed his many and v/ell— known relation- 
ships. Borne is still v/itlih^ld on alleged "national security" grounds mid much is just 
plain# withheld, with appeals ignored, and every once in a while they dribble a page or 
two out. I waS exposing Nazi cartels and they claim they can find only one such story. 

*et at the tine of my stories some of those corporations were under FBI investigation and 
from time to time I actually "beat" them. Bow how "historical" do you think it is that 
this magazine was created before World War II and hasn't existed since then? 

The Balias office had a separate index of, supposedly, all its JFK assassination 
records and after much costly effort they were compelled to disclose it to me. ft was 
of 3x5 cards, about 40 linear feet oi them. But the Balias broadcast recordings is not 
in that index, despite the fact that the FBI transcribed them. I later was able to 
tell the iBI which agent made dubs and even the make of the* tape recorder he used but 
I still don t have those tapes. <md they surely involve no FOIa exemption or any legitimate 
secret. . 

Transferring even the main 13* OISF&S file to the archived has its value but all 
(JI&Ptk> records will not be there and bused on my examination of about a third of a million 
pages of FBI records I an confident tliat a much, much greater number of pages will remain 
in th . field offices and won^t be transferred and will be accessible to the FBI the next 
time it lias an improper interest in any of those principled people. 

Please do not take this as criticism of the editorial writer or of the paper. You 
people have no way 6f knowing t ese tilings and had no reasons for asking any questions. 

*ou can't live in the belief tliat every official intends to deceive and misrepresent. But 
if you'd had my experiences Y/ith the FBI and its v/ord you'clook to see i/^sor.ieone was 
placing a waterhose on you if you were with the FBI and it said it was Gaining - and you 
were soaking wet. It has made both an art ..and a sciencc^of dishonesty and of lying. It 
Prefers to avoid an overt lie and it plays semantical ^^Sunes in the effort but when all 
else fails it does lie and is immune v/hen it., lies are perjury. 


Please excuse my typing. I'm 76, in impaired 
health and must keep my legs elevated. This 
has me typing sideways. 



